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A350 CG report on DCC Cabinet – Agenda item 8 
Wednesday 6 December 2017, County Hall, Dorchester 

 
 
The A350 CG was represented by Robin East, Scott Norman, and Roger Thomas. 
 
The Cabinet Chairman was Cllr Rebecca Knox who opened the meeting.  Due to the many members of the 
public present for agenda item 8, the Chairman decided to take this item first.  She invited Cllr Daryl Turner 
as the Cabinet Member for Natural and Built Environment (this includes Highways) to speak first. 
 
Cllr Turner gave the background to this item, went through the 6 options and, in conclusion noted that the 
Cabinet was effectively going to have to vote for the “least-worst” option as none were ideal nor did they 
deliver a long-term solution.  He concluded by referring to the importance of the recently published report 
on a long term strategic plan (see link below) and commented on the letter sent to the Secretary of State 
for Transport, Chris Grayling MP, by three Dorset MPs (copy of this letter is attached).  
 
Cllr Knox then invited the 15 members of the public who had asked to speak to do so, reminding them that 
they had 3 minutes only to make their point.  The first was a question on procedure to which Cllr Turner 
responded with a prepared statement.  Of the 14 remaining 3 spoke in support of no change, 4 in support of 
Option 6 (the 7.5 tonne limit in Melbury Abbas), and 7 in favour of Option 1. 
 
The Chairman then invited Cllr Graham Carr-Jones and Cllr Deborah Croney to speak as this area’s two 
County Councillors; both spoke in support of Option 1. 
 
It was then the turn of the Cabinet to debate and decide.  Cabinet members questioned senior Council 
Officers on several matters, of particular concern was the responses previously tabled by the emergency 
services.  After further deliberation it was proposed and seconded that the Cabinet should vote in favour of 
Option 1 as Cllr Turner’s “least worst” option.  This was carried unanimously. 
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Note: the link to the Economic Assessment supporting the long-term North-South Connectivity strategic plan 
 
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/223716/South-of-England-North-South-Connectivity-Economic-
Study/pdf/North_South_Connectivity_Final_Report_081117.pdf 
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